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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-50 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ohishi 
(US Pub No 20030028753 A1 ) 

4. As per claims 1 and 15: Ohishi teaches an image forming apparatus/method in 
which a plurality of applications can be installed, the image forming apparatus 
comprising: 

a use control part for receiving one or more authentication results from one or 
more authentication parts, and controlling use restriction for one or more applications 
according to the received one or more authentication results(See Fig 2 step 101, Fig 4B 
and 0043,0150,0127 (i.e., controller, password)). 



i 
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5. As per claim 2 arid 16: Ohishi teaches the image forming apparatus wherein the 
use control part refers to information indicating one or more authentication parts that 
correspond to an application, causes the one or more authentication parts to perform 
authentication process when the application is used, and sends an authentication result 
to the application (See Fig 11 steps s42-46 and 0109-0111,0150). 

3. As per claim 3 and 17: Ohishi teaches the image forming apparatus wherein the 
use control part refers to information indicating one or more applications that 
correspond to an authentication part, and sends an authentication result of the 
authentication part to an application in the one or more applications when the 
application is used (See Fig 11 steps s42-46 and 0109-0111). 

4. As per claim 4 and 18: Ohishi teaches the image forming apparatus wherein the 
use control part includes a part for controlling use restriction for a function of the 
application (See 01 09-01 11). 

5. As per claim 5 and 19: Ohishi teaches the image forming apparatus as claimed 
wherein the use control part sends an authentication result indicating success of 
authentication to the one or more applications only when authentication by all of the one 
or more authentication parts succeeds (See Fig 14 steps s94). 

6. As per claim 6 and 20: Ohishi teaches the image forming apparatus as claimed 
wherein the use restriction part sends an authentication result indicating success of 
authentication to the one or more applications when authentication by at least one 
authentication part in the one or more authentication parts succeeds (See Fig 14 steps 
s94). 
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7. As per claim 7 and 21 : Ohishi teaches the image forming apparatus as claimed 
wherein each of the one or more authentication part is an application or an apparatus 
connected to the image forming apparatus (See Fig 2 steps 1,2). 

8. As per claim 8 and 22: Ohishi teaches the image forming apparatus wherein the 
authentication part performs authentication by using user authentication information 
input by a user and user authentication information registered beforehand (See Fig s14 
and Fig 14 step s94 and 0036). 

9. As per claim 9 and 23: Ohishi teaches the image forming apparatus wherein the 
authentication part performs authentication by using billing information input by a user 
and available billing information registered beforehand (See Fig 10 step s12 and 0036). 

10. As per claim 10 and 24: Ohishi teaches the image forming apparatus the image 
forming apparatus further comprising hardware resources used for image forming 
processes, and control services that perform processes of the system side including 
control of the hardware resources, wherein the image forming apparatus is configured 
so as to be able to install a plurality of applications separately from the control services, 
and the image forming apparatus includes the use control part as a control service(See 
Fig 2 steps 1 ,2). 

11. As per claim 1 1 and 25: Ohishi teaches the image forming apparatus the 
authentication part comprising: a user information input part for a user to input user 
identification information and user authentication information (See FIG 14 Steps s91- 
93); an external server communication part for sending the user identification 
information input by the user to an external server, and receiving user authentication 
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information corresponding to the user identification information from the external 
server(See 0134 and claim 22); and a part for determining whether the user 
authentication information received from the external server is the same as the user 
authentication information input by the user, and sending a determination result to the 
use control part( See S95-96 and 0036). 

12. As per claim 12 and 26: Ohishi teaches the image forming apparatus as claimed 
in claim 1, the authentication part comprising: a user information receiving part for 
receiving, from a client terminal, user identification information and first billing 
information indicating usage of the image forming apparatus by a user (See FIG 14 
Steps S91-93); an external server communication part for sending the user identification 
information to an external server, and receiving second billing information 
corresponding to the user identification information from the external server(See 0134 
and claim 22); a billing process part for comparing the first billing information received 
from the client terminal with the second billing information received from the external 
server, and sends a comparing result to the use control part(See S95-96 and 0036). 

13. As per claims 13 and 27: Ohishi teaches the image forming apparatus wherein 
the client terminal reads the user identification information and the first billing 
information from an external recording medium, and the user information receiving part 
receives the user identification information and the first billing information from the client 
terminal (See Fig 14 steps S91-92 and 0025). 

14. As per claims 14 and 28: Ohishi teaches the image forming apparatus as 
wherein the external server is a LDAP server on a network (See 0134-0135). 
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15. As per claim 29: Ohishi teaches an image forming apparatus in which a plurality 
of applications can be installed, the image forming apparatus comprising: a display part 
for displaying a screen, on an operation panel of the image forming apparatus, for 
selecting one or more applications for an authentication part, in which user 
authentication by the authentication part is applied to use of the one or more 
applications (See 0015 and Fig 4A 4B(i.e., screen password)); and a use control part for 
receiving an authentication result from the authentication part, and controlling use 
restriction for the one or more applications according to the authentication result((See 
Fig 2 step 101, Fig 4b and 0150,0127 (i.e., controller, password)). 

16. As per claim 30: Ohishi teaches the image forming apparatus wherein 
information input from the screen is stored in the image forming apparatus as 
information indicating the one or more applications corresponding to the authentication 
part (See 0036-0037). 

17. As per claim 31 : Ohishi teaches the image forming apparatus as claimed in 
wherein the display part displays a screen for selecting one or more functions of an 
application to which user authentication by the authentication part is applied (See Fig 
4A). 

18. As per claim 32: Oshish teaches an image forming apparatus in which a plurality 
of applications can be installed, the image forming apparatus comprising: a display part 
for displaying a screen, on an operation panel of the image forming apparatus, for 
selecting one or more authentication parts for an application, in which user 
authentication by the one or more authentication parts can be applied to use of the 
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application (See 0015,0033); and a use control part for receiving one or more 
authentication results from the one or more authentication parts, and controlling use 
restriction for the application according to the one or more authentication results(See 
0034,0043). 

19. As per claim 33: Ohishi teaches the image forming apparatus wherein 
information input from the screen is stored in the image forming apparatus as 
information indicating the one or more authentication parts corresponding to the 
application (See 0036-0037). 

20. As per claim 34: Ohishi teaches the image forming apparatus wherein the display 
part displays a screen for setting relationship among the one or more authentication 
parts (See 0022,0033). 

21 . As per claim 35: Ohishi teaches the image forming apparatus wherein the display 
part displays a screen for setting information indicating that user authentication for use 
of the application succeeds only if authentication by all of the one or more 
authentication parts succeeds (See Fig 14 steps S94-96). 

22. As per claim 36: Ohishi teaches the image forming apparatus wherein the display 
part displays a screen for setting information indicating that user authentication for use 
of the application succeeds if authentication by at least one of the one or more 
authentication parts succeeds (See Fig 14 steps S94-96). 

23. As per claim 37: Ohishi teaches the image forming apparatus wherein the 
authentication part performs authentication by using user authentication information 
input by a user and user authentication information registered beforehand(See Fig s14 
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and Fig 14 step s94 and 0036). 

24. As per claim 38: Ohishi teaches the image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 
29, wherein the authentication part performs authentication by using billing information 
input by a user and available billing information registered beforehand (See Fig s14 and 
Fig 14 step s94 and 0036). 

25. As per claim 39: Ohishi teaches the image forming apparatus the image forming 
apparatus further comprising hardware resources used for image forming processes, 
and control services that perform processes of the system side including control of the 
hardware resources, wherein the image forming apparatus is configured so as to be 
able to install a plurality of applications separately from the control services, and the 
image forming apparatus includes the use control part and the display part as a control 
service(See 0033,0041). 

26. As per claim 40: Ohishi teaches a use control method for an application in an 
image forming apparatus in which a plurality of applications can be installed, the use 
control method comprising: a display step for displaying a screen, on an operation panel 
of the image forming apparatus, for selecting one or more applications for an 
authentication part, in which user authentication by the authentication part is applied to 
use of the one or more applications (See 0015,0033); and a use control step for 
receiving an authentication result from the authentication part, and controlling use 
restriction for the one or more applications according to the authentication result(See 
0034,0043). 
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27. As per claim 41 : Ohishi teaches the use control method wherein information input 
from the screen is stored in the image forming apparatus as information indicating the 
one or more applications corresponding to the authentication part (See 0036-0037). 

28. As per claim 42: Ohishi teaches the use control method wherein the image 
forming apparatus displays a screen for selecting one or more functions of an 
application to which user authentication by the authentication part is applied (See 
0022,0033). 

29. As per claim 43: Ohishi teaches a use control method for an application in an 
image forming apparatus in which a plurality of applications can be installed, the use 
control method comprising: a display step for displaying a screen, on an operation panel 
of the image forming apparatus, for selecting one or more authentication parts for an 
application, in which user authentication by the one or more authentication parts can be 
applied to use of the application (See 0015,0033); and a use control step for receiving 
one or more authentication results from the one or more authentication parts, and 
controlling use restriction for the application according to the one or more authentication 
results(See 0034,0043). 

30. As per claim 44: Ohishi teaches the use control method wherein information input 
from the screen is stored in the image forming apparatus as information indicating the 
one of more authentication parts corresponding to the application (See Fig 14 steps 
S94-96). 
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31 . As per claim 45: Ohishi teaches the use control method wherein the image 
forming apparatus displays a screen for setting relationship among the one or more 
authentication parts (See 0022,0033). 

32. As per claim 46: Ohishi teaches the use control method wherein the image 
forming apparatus displays a screen for setting information indicating that user 
authentication for use of the application succeeds only if authentication by all of the one 
or more authentication parts succeeds (See Fig 14 steps S94-96). 

33. As per claim 47: Ohishi teaches the use control method wherein the image 
forming apparatus displays a screen for setting information indicating that user 
authentication for use of the application succeeds if authentication by at least one of the 
one or more authentication parts succeeds (See Fig 14 steps S94-96). 

34. As per claim 48: Ohishi teaches the use control method wherein the 
authentication part performs authentication by using user authentication information 
input by a user and user authentication information registered beforehand (See Fig s14 
and Fig 14 step s94 and 0036). 

35. As per claim 49: Ohishi teaches the use control method wherein the 
authentication part performs authentication by using billing information input by a user 
and available billing information registered beforehand (See Fig s14 and Fig 14 step 
s94 and 0036). 

36. As per claim 50: Ohishi teaches the use control method the image forming 
apparatus further comprising hardware resources used for image forming processes, 
and control services that perform processes of the system side including control of the 
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hardware resources, wherein the image forming apparatus is configured so as to be 
able to install a plurality of applications separately from the control services, and the 
display step and the use control step are performed by a control service(See Fig 2 steps 
1.2) 

Conclusion 

37. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See PTO 892. 

38. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fikremariam Yalew whose telephone number is 
5712723852. The examiner can normally be reached on 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Moazzami Nasser.can be reached on 5712738300. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-272-4195. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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